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Lori E. Lightfoot is the 56th Mayor of Chicago.
 
Since assuming office following her historic election, 
Mayor Lightfoot has undertaken an ambitious 
agenda of expanding opportunity and inclusive 
economic growth across Chicago’s neighborhoods 
and communities, with early accomplishments 
including landmark ethics and good governance 
reforms, worker protection legislation, and closing 

a record $838 million budget gap, as well as key investments in education, public 
safety and financial stability. Mayor Lightfoot also placed Chicago on the path to a $15 
minimum wage by 2021.

In response to the unprecedented COVID-19 crisis, Mayor Lightfoot has led a coordinated, 
citywide response across government, business, and community organizations to effectively 
address its spread and broader public impact, including the creation of the Racial Equity 
Rapid Response Team, the COVID-19 Recovery Task Force, among other actions.

Prior to her election, Mayor Lightfoot most recently served as a senior equity partner in the 
Litigation and Conflict Resolution Group at Mayer Brown. Previously, she served as President 
of the Chicago Police Board, as well as the Chair of the Police Accountability Task Force.
 
Mayor Lightfoot also served as Chief of Staff and General Counsel of the Chicago Office 
of Emergency Management and Communications, interim First Deputy of the Chicago 
Department of Procurement Services, Chief Administrator of the Office of Professional 
Standards, and as Assistant United States Attorney.
 
A native of Massillon, Ohio, Mayor Lightfoot has been a resident of Chicago since 1986 and 
lives on the Near Northwest Side with her wife Amy Eshleman and their daughter.

Special Remarks By

Lori E. Lightfoot
Mayor of Chicago
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Pete serves as Vice Chairman of Waterton, a Chicago-
based national investment manager specializing in 
apartment communities.  Since assuming the role of 
Vice Chairman, Pete spends increasing time managing 
Waterton’s philanthropic and civic engagement, 
focusing on ending homelessness and providing 
affordable housing. 

Prior to co-founding Waterton in 1995, Mr. Vilim was an investment officer with two other 
national apartment investment managers, Berkshire Realty Company, Inc., and AMLI Realty 
Co.  Pete started his career as a certified public accountant, working in the national real 
estate tax practice departments of both Coopers & Lybrand and Peat Marwick Mitchell.

Mr. Vilim holds a bachelor’s degree in accountancy from the University of Illinois and a 
master’s degree in taxation from DePaul University. In addition to his continuing activity 
on the All Chicago board, Pete serves on the Board of Directors, and is Chairman of the 
Finance Committee for the Housing Partnership Equity Trust (“HPET”), a social purpose real 
estate investment trust owning and operating affordable apartments nationally.  Locally, 
Pete is on the President’s Advisory Council for Mercy Housing Lakefront, The Advisory 
Council for Housing Opportunities for Women, a member of the Business Council of 
the Institute on Global Homelessness and sits on the Property Committee of Bridge 
Communities, a transitional housing provider in DuPage County.

Meet Our Award Winners

Norman H. Stone Award
Peter Vilim
Vice Chairman and Co-Founder, Waterton
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The Chicago Homelessness and Health 
Response Group for Equity (CHHRGE 
– pronounced “Charge”) is a cross-
sector partnership created to address 
COVID-19 among vulnerably housed 
populations of Chicago. The group first 

came together on March 13, 2020, when seven people consisting of homeless service 
providers, faculty, students, and staff from Rush University Medical Center convened 
to discuss the implications of COVID-19 on guests at Franciscan Outreach shelters on 
Chicago’s West Side.  
 
The group recognized that public health guidelines for social distancing would put 
shelter guests at considerable risk unless urgent actions were taken. Seven priorities were 
identified as immediate actions for serving vulnerably housed individuals at Franciscan 
Outreach. Within one month, daily calls included 100+ members from healthcare, service, 
and government agencies across the City of Chicago coming together to support 
vulnerably housed populations. The collaborative became known as the West Side 
Homeless COVID-19 Response Group and was later renamed the Chicago Homelessness 
and Health Response Group for Equity (CHHRGE) as the group’s membership and scope of 
concern had evolved.

 CHHRGE responded quickly to COVID-19 and jumped into action to serve people 
experiencing homelessness and address the unique risks they face during a pandemic. 
Working closely with the City of Chicago, the group has accomplished several key 
milestones in a short amount of time, including building a medical respite unit, 
repurposing a downtown hotel to shield high-risk people experiencing homelessness 
from COVID-19, and creating rapid response COVID-19 testing teams.

Meet Our Award Winners

System Impact Award
Chicago Homelessness and Health 
Response Group for Equity (CHHRGE)
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Meet Our Award Winners

Steven K. Rothschild, MD, is a family physician, 
educator and researcher in the Departments of 
Preventive Medicine and Family Medicine at Rush 
University. In addition to a 30-year clinical career 
focused on providing primary medical care to the 
medically underserved, he is an established researcher 
focusing on health services research, chronic illness 
self-management, and community- and team-

based approaches to addressing health disparities. As an expert in community based 
participatory research, he has been an invited faculty member for the NIH Summer 
Institute on Design and Conduct of Randomized Clinical Trials involving behavioral 
interventions, sponsored by the Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research. As a 
faculty member at Rush, he has been recognized by students for his teaching excellence 
and humanism. He is also the co-convener of Rush’s interprofessionalism interest group, 
bringing together over 30 clinicians and faculty from across the Medical Center to improve 
team-based education, research and patient care. Rothschild serves on the Chicago Board 
of Health, the advisory committee for the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship Program, and the 
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group, where he is vice president.

Accepting the award on behalf of CHHRGE
Dr. Steven K. Rothschild, M.D.
Rush University
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Text  
ALLCHICAGO  

to 243-725  
to donate to  
All Chicago.

Text to Give!

We appreciate your support of All Chicago’s work to 
prevent and end homelessness.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE ONLINE

http://allchicago.org
https://37271.thankyou4caring.org/
http://www.allchicago.org


When you invest in All Chicago, you are investing in 
programs and partnerships that work. We know how to end 
homelessness, and we can do it in Chicago with your help.

Stay informed!  
Click here to sign up for current news and  

information from All Chicago.

Follow Us On Social Media: 

Stay Connected

http://www.allchicago.org
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001rlsB_VLrUOmfveo52rlBfb_Czdp3624MuYTCz2AUDrhmmmN5mYVrNlc15BpkB89BK17BzS-x_eza4PXO6MoX4eSpMZ5lC0AgOqGwkilWwD12f-lJLtCKGbgHfvjJ1bulVUZujxm8CJn36oUR2_APN70bg81qbUO1_Udm-jkBj5BkP_P7KZtuXRn6Cp2sxYGk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/all-chicago/
https://twitter.com/AllChicago_MHH
https://www.facebook.com/AllChicago.MHH/

